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Tartar's bow, shoot back upon the understanding of
the  wisest,  and mightily  entangle and  pervert the

judgment.'

*                                                             M.M.

OXFORD: June 11, 1861.

PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

THE fifth edition of my Lectures on tho Science of
Language has been carefully revised, but tho
main features of the work have riot boon altered. I
have added some new facts that seenu'd to mo es-
sential for strengthening certain arguments, and I
have omitted or altered what was really no longer
tenable. But I have not attempted to re-write any
portion of my lectures, or to give to them that form
which I should wish to give to them, if now, after the
lapse of five years, I had to write them again.

In one or two eases only, where my meaning had
been evidently misapprehended even hy unprejudiced
critics, I have tried to express myself more definitely
and clearly. Thus in. my last Lecture, where I had to
speak of the origin of roots, I had quoted the opinion
of the late Professor Heyse of Berlin, but 1 never
meant to convey the impression that I adopted that
opinion, I look upon it as a mere illustration, and